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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the
bases of differences among feminists and fundamentalists

on attitudes toward pornography and pornography control.

Gilligan's model (1982) of moral reasoning was used as
a basis for examining the division among feminists

regarding pornography control.

An in-depth interview

was conducted to examine women's attitudes toward

control of pornography and what separates those
feminists who prioritize free speech over control of
pornography and vice versa.

This study also focused on

feminist and fundamentalist definitions of pornography
and the connection of pornography to violence against
women.

Support for Gilligan's model was found.

The

feminists who wanted to control pornography, as well
as the fundamentalists, focused primarily on responsibility
to the

welfare

of others.

Feminists who did

not want to

control pornography placed individual rights and freedom
as most important.

Additionally, pro-control feminists

ranked interpersonal values highest, and anti-control

feminists ranked abstract values highest.
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INTRODUCTION

Pornography has existed throughout history.

It was

depicted in ancient Greece, Rome, in the Middle Ages and

during the lienaissance as overt, if not crude, explicit
sexual images portrayed in both written and art forms

(Hoff-Wilson, 1987)•

However, the mass-produced porno

graphic industry has only been in existence for about

thirty years.

Pornography has also become more vibleht

in content within the past ten years.

The integration

of sex and violence began in the I960's with technology

and the liberalization of sexual material (Hoff-Wilson,
1987).

Many studies have been conducted by male researchers

using male subjects to discover the varying effects
pornography might have on their behavior and attitudes

(McCormack, 1978).

Little research, however, has been

conducted to determine women's views regarding pornography.
For example, how do women feel about it, what should be

done about it, and do they believe pornography personally
affects women's lives?

against women?

or why not?

Does it contribute to violence

Should pornography be controlled?

Why

These are some of the questions investigated

in this study.

First, however, a brief summary of the

evolution of modern pornography follows.

In 1954 Hugh Hefner published Playboy

magazine

(Lederer, 1980.).; The ^arly isuGS, showed centerfolds of
beautiful ;^

or.semi-nude; ^ The focus;

was on their legs and breasts..

These pictures were liiuch

like the paintings one might have seen a hundred years

ago in a bar or saloon. > A woman ;;Wi^

expression on her face might be reclining on a bed, half
of her naked body draped with satin.

Playboy was a success

Other magazines/ followed such as Penthouse, 0ui, Hustler.
As the competition incfeased, and as consumers became more

satiated, these magazines became progressively more daring.
By the 1970's pictures exposing the woman's entire genitals

were^shown.

Themes surrounding the layouts became

increasingly more violent, connecting sl^ with power and
aggression.

Malamuth and Spinner (1980) found in an

analysis of five years of pictures and cartoons contained
in those magazines that the amount of sexual violence

increased each year.(1973-1977) in both Playboy
Penthouse.

and

In one content analysis conducted by Smith

(1976) of "adults only" paperback novels, he found a
strong pattern of male dominance in sexual acts.

The

"rape myth" was emphasized where the woman is shown

initially resistxng her attackers, but enjoying it in

the end.

Of the 4,588 sexual episodes depicted in 428

paperbacks, a full,20% involved rape, 91% of which were
rapes of a female by a male.

Less than 3% of the

attackers were punished for their crime.

Because it was

necessary to keep the consumer eager to buy future

products, the pornography industry must continually
provide novel, shocking and titillating material.

As

Catherine MacKinnon, a law professor, stated "More and

more violence has become necessary to keep the progressively
desensitized

consumer

aroused

to

the

(and he is) daring and dangerous "

illusion

that

sex

is

(Johnson, 1985, p.

750).
Many experimental studies were conducted during the
early 1970Vs on pornography to examine its effects on
viewers and to determine if there was a relationship
between pornography and sexually violent crimes.

The

Presidential Commission on Obscenity and Pornography
(1970) concluded that there was no evidence for such
a relationship, and research conducted at the time was

in agreement with this conclusion (e.g., Howard, Reifler,

and Liptzin, 1971; Kutchinsky, 1970).

However, other

studies were less supportive of this conclusion (e.g.,
Donnerstein and Barrett, 1978).

Goldstein and Kant

(1973) interviewed some sex offenders and found they
often carried out what they watched pornographically,
including incest, rape, and sadism.

About this time pornographic films also became more
acceptable to the general public, with movies such as

Deep Throat and The Devil in Miss Jones.

Rapes,

torture and bondage were often the basis for the plot.
The desire for more blood and gruesome, violent sex
led to the making of snuff films where women were
actually raped, dismembered and murdered to provide a

sexual thrill for the viewers (Steinem, 1983).
Next came cable TV and videos where pornography has
become easily accessible and watched in the home,

'

According to Steinem (1983), the books, magazines, films,
and videos of the pornographic industry grosses eight
billion dollars a year.

The yearly profits exceed those

of the general movie and record industries combined,

When figures for the total adult readership of the
thirteen most popular magazines are examined, it is found
that five are erotica publications, and, further, the

combined readership of the two most popular pornography
magazines. Playboy and Penthouse, exceeds the combined
readership of the news magazines Time and Newsweek

(Malamuth Sc Billings, in press).

What started thirty

years ago as the beginning of the modern pornography
industry has escalated to a multi-billion dollar business.

In addition, what started out as some rather benign pictures

of naked women has spiraled to include bloody slasher films,
and other depictions of mutilation, rape and murder.
Violence is now fused

with sex.

In a recent study. Cowan, Lee, and Levy (1987)
examined dominance and sexual inequality in a sample of

X-rated videocassettes.

They found dominance and

exploitation were themes in over 75% of the films,

and 73% of the sample movies included violence directed
towards women, such as rape, bondagie^ and physical or

yerbal abuse. They also emphasized the ease of watching
in comfort the yiolenceV, hatred and; degradation of women.

The most recent goyernmental inyestigation has been

the 1986 Attorney Genef

on Pornography

^ which came to the :cbnclusiioh that a' donnec'tio

hard-core pornography and sexual yiolence does exist.
The commission's conclusions are controversial, with

great variability in response in individual perspectiyes

with even the commis s ion members disagreeing (Attorney
General's Commission on Pornography, 1986).
Effects of Pornography

Neil Malamuth has been studying the;effects of violent
pornography for over a decade.

In one of his earlier

experiments (Malamuth, Haber, and Feshback, 1980) he
asked male college students "How iikely would you be to
force a woman into sexual acts against befyW^

knew you wouldn^t be caught or punished?"

if you

Fifty one

percent said there were some likelihood they would do so.
This is a frightening realization for women to know that

over half of the male population would rape if they felt
they could get away with it.

Th e s e resear c her s also found

that these men were more likely to justify the act.

believed the victim enjoyed it, and found a rape story

more sexually arousing than the others who did not have

a proclivity to rape.

Though men are more willing to

find portrayals of rape arousing, women have also been
shown in studies to be aroused by rape depictions; however,

as Stock (1983)

in general,

not highly

aroused by realistic rape depictions in contrast to

eroticized depictions of rape" (p. 13).
These effects of pornography on a group of male

students are disfurbing.:^ •Malamuth, and Chebk (1983)
found that men with higher aggressive inclinations
towards women were more sexually aroused by violent

pornography than those with lower aggressive inclinations,
such that men who may have a higher inclination to rape
are both more likely to read pornography and be affected

by it.

A recent review by Malamiith and Briere (1986)

examined the indirect effects on aggression against women.

It was suggested that an interaction between individual
variables, exposure to sexually violent media, and
some males' thought patterns may lead to antisocial
behavior including sexual aggression against women.

The

authors warned, however, against making causal inferences
and

stressed

the need for further research.

In general, pornography affects laboratory
aggressiveness towards women, desensitization of violence

against women, and greater rape myth acceptance (Check,1984)

This is alarming because the theme of many pornographic

presentations is baseh on rape mythology.

This was

emphasized by Russell (1980, p. 220, 221) who quoted

from a pornographic magazine pub1ished in 1971 called
Response;

The Photo Magazine Of Sexual Awareness,

an article entitled, "Rapes

Agony or Ecstasy?"

the rape myths elaborated were:

In

Some of

that nearly half of all

women who are raped experience orgasms, and that 73%
actually found the rape pleasurable and the new sexual

acts highly erotic within the context of rape; fear is
exciting to/women; and in an evolutionary context, the

more physically brutish males were the ones most sought
after by women, and this jungle quality still appeals to
the female today.

Pauline Eart, a professor studying rape victims at
the University of Illinois, believes it becomes clear

that there is a direct link between pornography and rape,
"Men are not born thinking women enjoy rape aiid torture.

They learn from pornography.

Violent porhography is

like an advertisement for rape" (Johnson, 1985, p. 678).

While interviewing rape victims Bart was told frequently
that the attackers expected the women to respond as rape

victims do in pornography.

They were told to enjoy it,

and in some cases to have orgasms--even though during one
rape, the rapist held a gun to his vietim's head.

Bart

(1983) found that women were dfteh in a sexual assault

situation

where the

male

used force

to

achieve

a

sexual

goal because he felt entitled to sex and misread some
aspect of the woman's behavior.

One might question how

much of this is learned and reinforced through pornography

and its false presentations of female sexuality along
with rape myths and male supremacy.

In summary, the effects of pornography are disturbing
with available eyidehee indicating that it is harmful to
women with its emphasis on male domination and abuse of
women.

In societies where men hold the power, women

tend to be valued for their sexuality only.

Pornography

contributes to an atmosphere where inequality and violence

against women is considered normal and acceptable (Malamuth
and Billings, in press).
Feminist Views on Pornography

Feminists have been cphcerned about pornography and
its effects on women and society.

Many feel alarmed because

of the sexism, the degradation, and the violence that is

found in pornography.

Griffin (1981) approa^^^^

from a psychodynamic perspective.

the issue

She believes that the

body of a woman has been our culture's historical and

conventiohal victim.

She contrasted the pornographic

mind with the feelings and the heart of eros.

The

pornographic mind denieshthe knowledge of its own body,

and ibetaches^^^ ^

from feelings.

Therefore., a woman's

body is both hated and fearedj hated because by desiring

the woman he is reminded of his own body and feels he
has lost control; feared because deep in his subconscious

he remembers his vulnerability as an infant and his
dependence on mother.

This conflict of feelings and the

need to remain powerful and in control results in wanting
to humiliate or punish women.

This is carried out

literally through violence against women, and its
constant theme in pornography.

The pornographer wants

to destroy a woman's soul and make her an object; but

fearing the object he then destroys her.

This objectifica

tion and devaluation of women is seen and felt strongly
in our society.

Griffin identifies eros as a consciousness of feeling,
a revealing of nature.

hidden within man.

Woman is a reminder of the eros

This frightens him subconsciously.

Therefore, the pornographic mind tries to destroy the

eros or feelings in himself.

He does this by projecting

this hatred onto women and destroying them literally and/or
pornographically.

Griffin's psychological theory adds

a new dimension to the issue of pornography and violence
against women.

In general, feminists are against pornography not
only because it may literally be connected to violence

against women, but because pornography is degrading,
demeaning, and insulting to women.

Pornography contributes

in maintaining unequal and subservient roles for women

in our society.

"Feminists voice strong objections to

what they perceive as the expression of anti-female

ideology In pornography that portrays women in roles
contrary to the goals of women's liberation.

According

to this view, women are typically depicted as objects to
be used to serve the pleasures of men..." (Malamuth and

Billings, in press, p. 9).

Pornography devalues women

by representing all women as prostitutes, there to be
used only for the pleasure and sexual satisfaction of

men.

Pornography approves and recommends immoral sexual

behavior because it causes physical and psychological

injury to women.

Pornography is dehumanizing to women

by stripping them of their personhood, dignity, respect
and freedom (Longino, 1980,),

It is for these reasons

that feminists have been offended and outraged by the
growth, and acceptance of pornography in oiir society.

Despite the concern expressed by feminists regarding
violent Or degrading pornography, the issue of what to do

about it has divided the feminist community.

Some

feminists consider pornography a central aspect of violence
against women and support its control; others believe that

prGtection of free speech supercedes legal action to
prohibit pornQgraphy.

This contrbvefsy is summarized

in an article entitled,"Is One Woman's Sexuality Another
Woman's Pornography?"

(Biakely, 1985),

For example, the

Feminist Anti-Censorship Task Force (FACT) questioned

whether censorship will thwart feminist goals, and whether
law is the best strategy for changing misogynist attitudes
about women.

Erica Jong states, "Despite the ugliness of

a lot of pornography..•.I believe that censorhip only
springs back against the givers of culture--against

authors, artists, and feminists, against anybody who
wants to change society.

Should censorship be imposed

again...feminists would be the first to suffer."

Judge

Sarah Evans Barker felt strongly that free speech is a

long-tested and worthy ally; and "to deny free speech in

order to engineer social change in the name of accomplishing
a greater good for one sector of our society erodes the

freedom of all" (Blakely, 1985, pp. 38, 44).
What is feared is that one's individual rights and
freedom will be encroached upon by others who state what

is acceptable or unacceptable for society.

The right

to choose and decide for one's self is part of the power
that many appreciate in wanting to protect the First
Amendment.

There

is

a realistic fear

that

if free

press and speech is limited in one area that offends a

certain group of people it could be restricted in other
areas, too.

Then where will the line be drawn, and by

whom, and in whose favor, with whose rights in mind?
Restricting pornography could have a domino effect that

could render the First Amendment meaningless.

The

repercussions of this k'ind of effect was experienced in

11

some more conservative states after Attorney General Edwin

Meese's Commission on pornography completed its controver
sial report issued in the summer of 1986.

According to

Savvy magazine article entitled, "The Dirty Little War
at the Newsstand" (Gordon, 1986), the author discussed
the response to the Meesels Commission from several Bible

Belt communities.
1.

She reports these findings:

In June 1986, the city counsel of Tyler, Texas
wanted to protect teenagers from exposure to

pornographic magazines.

They ordered all

magazines picturing male or female nudity to
be placed in plain brown wrappers behind the
counter

at

the

Cosmopolitan

check

stand.

That

same

month

magazine had an article on

cosmetic surgery, displaying before-and-after
pictures of bare breasts.

The magazine ended

up in brown paper along with other pornographic
magazines, and one major food store refused
to

sell it

in. all its

chain

stores

and

discontinued the magazine.

2.

Many active fundamentalists began using the
economic boycott to fight against the sale of
material that they found objectionable.

In

response, thousahds of convenience stores

removed not only Playboy and Penthouse, but

more mainstream tit1e s such : as R611in g s tone.
12

American Photographer was pulled off some Kansas
news racks in May 1986, because of a semi-nude

couple posed in body paint.

3.

In Tampa, Florida, local chapters of the
National Federation for Decency criticized
humor magazines National Lampoon and Mad

because they encouraged "'rebellion against

parental authority'" (Gordon, 1986,, p. 42).
4.

"In July 1986, Wal Mart Stores removed all rock
and-roll and many teen magazines from its 890

stores in 22 states, claiming the magazines
weren't 'in keeping with our family oriented

image'" (Gordon, 1986, p. 42).

Gordon explains that religious right-wing complaints
extend from provocative advertisements to a magazine's
annual swimwear isue, and that their fear is that there

is a progressive collapse of moral values.

Gordon

concludes her article by stating, "The tenor of the '80's
is conservative, and the Meese Commission reflects not

only the personal opinions of some Americans but also

official government policy" (Gordon, 1986, p. 101).

She

also echoes what feminists who are against all forms of
censorship question repeatedly, where will the line be

drawn, and how will this affect women?

Major issues that

all feminists are concerned about i.e., abortion, sexual

relationships and sexual satisfaction (Rowland, 1986)

13

would all be affected (as well as publications on these

themes) if religious conservatives insisted on preserving
the morals of society based on their religious beliefs.
An individual's First Amendment rights would then be
seriously altered.

It is for these reasons that some

feminists are against any control or censorship of
pornography and believe that protecting free speech is
a more central concern.

Apparently, the American courts

believe the same, as noted by Linz, Penrod, and Donnerstein

(1986) "Efforts to codify feminist views of pornography
as a form of discrimination based on sex have been

explicitly rejected by the United States courts, on
the grounds that society's concern for women's equality
does not transcend more fundamental concerns about free

speech" (p. 188).

Even if the U. S. Courts had better

evidence based on empirical findings, they would refuse
to yield regarding First Amendment rights.

This is

unlike Canada where the courts try to balance equally
the rights of women and free speech.

The Canadian response

has been that violent pornography hurts women in spite
of their reservation about scientific findings in this
area.

The other side of the pornography controversy is
supplied by feminists who want to legally control
pornography.

These feminists believe that a connection

between images and action does exist (Blakely, 1985).
f
r
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They would like legislation to be passed because they

think pornography shapes attitudes, and attitudes shape
behavior.

Catherine ;A.

MacKinnon

and

author

Andrea

Dworkin have proyided a broad-based view of pornography
and its impact on women.

They hay

been the

strongest proponents of legislation of pornography.

In

forming a model legislation, MacKihhon and |55workin,
(Blakely, 1985, p. 46, 47) make : a :case f
pornography, with discrimination as the basis for ciyil

legislation, d1scrimination on the grounds that pornography
promotes violence against women, keeps women subordinate,
and inhibits access to equal employment, education, and

/Opportunity.

MacKinnon and Dworkin say that pornography

involves social-political dynamics such as subordination,
objectification, dehumanization, and submission.

on the bottom of this hierarchy are women.

both portrays this and feeds it to society.

Those

Pornography

They say

another element is violence, which is so widespread it
is

normalized.

MacKinnon (1985) eiaborates in length concerning the
position of feminists who believe that pornography infringes
on the civil rights of women by silencing them, rendering
them powerless, and promoting Violence against women.

She

initially addresses women and the pornography problem by,

connecting epistemology (theories of knowing) with

politics (theories of power).
■ ■ 15

"Having power means that
■

when someone says 'this is how it is', it is taken that
way.

The beliefs of the powerful become proof because

the world actually arranges itself to affirm what the

powerful want to see.

Power constructs the appearance

of reality by silencing the voices of the powerless"
(MacKinnon, 1985, p. 3).
MacKinnon presents the idea that power constructs

social reality.

Men in our society have the power and

have defined the reality of what awoman is in pornographic
terms.

One result is freedom for men (to make or consume

pornography) and harm and inequality for women.

She

connects overt abuses (rape, battery, sexual harassment

and molestation) that are viewed in society as normal or
common experiences for women.

The author reports, "Until

recently, this world of sexual abuse was not spoken of.
Women did not"report'V these events and still often don't

because nobody is listening, no one believes us" (MacKinnon,
1985, p. 14).

She argues that women are not valued in our

culture as evidenced by their lower worth and wages in the
work force and they are subject to the abuse of men.

It

is in pornography that all the abuse, violence and degrada
tion is there in one place for all to see, except in
pornography, MacKinnon states, it is just called sex.

"Pornography sexualizes rape, battery, sexual harassment,

prostitution arid child sexual abuse; it thereby celebrates,
promotes, authorizes, and legitimizes them.
-v -

16'

More generally,

it eroticizes the dominance and submission that is the

dynamic common to them all..." (MacKinnon, 1985, p. 14).

Therefore, pornography is not a reflection or a fantasy
but sexual reality because real women are being hurt and
violated through the full spectrum of sexual crimes.

MacKinnon argues

that the central dynamic in pornography

is inequality, although it may give the illusion of freedom.

Men in reality treat women as how they perceive them,
which is often based on pornography.

She believes that

it is difficult to see the harm in pornography because

of its constructibn and acceptance by males (regarded in
our society as the superior sex).

Pornography affects

women directly and literally, as pornography is real
sex forced on real women,

Andrea Dworkin and Catherine MacKinnon at the request

of Minneapolis designed a human rights Ordinance regarding
pornography.

They defined:

...pornography as a practice of sex discrimination,

a violation of women's civil rights, the opposite
o? sexual equality...We define pornography as the
graphic sexually ex;plicit subordination of women
through pictures or words that also includes

women dehumanized as sexual objects, things or
commodities, enjoying pain or humiliation or

rape, being tied up, cut up, mutilated, bruised,
or physically hurt, in postures of sexual
submission, or servility or display, reduced to
body parts, penetrated by objects or animals,
or presented in scenarios of degradation, injury,
torture, shown as filthy or inferior, bleeding,
bruised, or hurt in a context that makes these

conditions sexual.

(MacKinnon, 1985, p. 22)

17

The issue becDmes First Amendmeht rights and equality
for women versus the freedom of pornbgraphers and

consumers.

Apparently, if Is "more: important to protect

the pornography than it is to prevent whatever harm it
does to women through attitudes and behavior
"

In her conclusion, MacKinn

:

•

"Women will

neyef have flie dignity, security, compensation that; is

the promise of equality so long as the, pornography

exists as it does now" (p» 68).
as infringing on wom^e

civil rights and freedom! and

maintaining the silence of women,
discu^a

She views pornography

Dworkin (1980)

(such as: rape and battery laws) and

pqrriograp^

men • s cpntempt for women and

enforced silence so that freedom of speech for men will
■survive^'

Dworkin (Blakely, 1985) argues that anti—pornography
feminists do not have a Puritanical, moralistic intent,
but targets on what the pornography industry is dbirlg
to women.

HoWeven

these feminists often find themselves

on: the same side^^^ Q

the; pornography issue as traditiohal,

conservative religionists.

According to Lisa Duggan

( Blakely, 1985, p. 47) the right-wing group sees pornography
as sexual chaos.

They associate it with homosexual it.y>

divorce, birth control, and the corruption of the family.
Althbugh feminists and traditionalists want to control

pornography, they do so for very different reasons.

Another group of women who are against pornographyare conservative, right-wing fundamentalists.

Although

they directly acknowledge that pornography is degrading
to women and contributes to violence towards women, they

also focus on the negative effects on the family (Spring,
1986).

Minnery (1986) states, "Astonishing evidence

only now is emerging that shows the destructive attitudes

toward sexuality and family life, and the brutal physical
damage that pornography engenders, particularly to

children and women" (p. 19).

They are concerned about

the welfare of women, but this appears to be secondary
compared to their religious beliefs, morality, and
protecting the family.

In summary, there are three groups of women who have

differing values and beliefs about pornography.

There

are the feminists who want to protect the First Amendment
above all else; there are the feminists who believe

controlling pornography and violence against women is
most important; and there are the conservatives who view

all explicit sexual expression as harmful and immoral.

Gilligan's (1982) work on women's moral reasoning
provides a model which suggests that differences in attitudes
toward pornography control may reflect divergent principles
of moral reasoning--one emphasizing separation, individua

tion, and a system of rights, the other emphasizing
attachment, care, and the ties between relationship and
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responsibi1ity.

Gil1iganVs landmark study about the

difference between men's and women's concepts of
morality, what goodness means> and moral judgment was
important iii examining the differences between males and

females®

Gilligan began her study by interviewing women

who were considering abortion and asked them to describe
their conf1lets about the s ituation.

The decis ion to have

an abortion was a moral one because it was connected

to

responsibil.ity and was within the context of relationships •
She found that the ways women sustain relationships and

of being responsible was through taking care.

Gilligan

found through interviewing the women that there were

three distinct ways of taking care which shifted from

the self, to the other, and then to the relationship.
The root reasoning, which is an ongoing, powerful,
developmental theme found in most women's 1ives, is a
morality in which caring for others would be cons.idered
responsible.

If a female chose instead to adhere to her

own needs she may consider this to be 'selfish' and she

might feel that she'll risk abandonment.

In general,

at the core of women's morality is care, responsibility

and maintaining relationships.

In contrast, developmentally

for males, separation and autonomy are emphasized with
a focus on rights, justice, and fairness.

The summation

of Gilligan's theory is that women think of morality in
terms of responsibility in relationships, and for them
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there

is

a connection between self and

others.

Men

in

general tend to look at morality in terms of individual

rights and freedom from interference.

Although Gilligan*s work on female moral development
has been the most noted work in feminist theory in the

last few years, few attempts to apply it or test it have
been conducted.

The issue of pornography seems a

natural issue on which to understand different bases

of moral reasoning.

Connected to this, Mahoney (1985) points out that

both the conservative and liberal appfoaches to obscenity
can be traced to a male-defined concept of justice and
individual rights.

Many liberals believe that until a

direct link between obscene material arid physical harm
can be proved, no Infringement of expression can be
. just-i-,f'led-., ; ■ ■ •

Mahoney links the feminist approach to pornography

to Gilligan Vs (1982) contrasting theory of moral responsi
bility.

This feminist analysis concentrates on non

violence and caring that goes beyond individualism.
Mahoney (1985) states, "Where a liberal view insists

that no matter how offensive the material

may

be, it

must be tolerated in the name of freedom of expression,
the Web theory examines the psychological and social

consequences of material, and thereby recognizes the

reality of people's lives in a historical world" (p. 42).

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study was to investigate the

basis of differences among feminists and traditionalists

on this important issue.

Although research on the effects

of pornography has been and is currently being conducted,

little is known about what gui4es people's attitudes
towards control of pornography and what separates those
feminists who prioritize free speech over control of
pornography or viCe versa.

One focus of the interview

was to investigate the parameters of this issue with
feminists who are familiar with the legislation and who

have divided views.

A main objectivewas to find the

basis of differences among feminists who hold that violation

of First Amendment protection of free speech is a greater
problem than ciyil law control of pornography as opposed
to those who see pornography as the greater evil.

Further,

the differences between feminists and fundamentalists were

explored.
It was expected that feminists who wanted some

legislative control over pornography would state that
responsibility to the welfare of others would be most

important to them, and that they would rank interpersonal

yalues highest.

In contrast, it was expected that feminists

who did not want nny legislative control against porno
graphy would state that individual rights and freedom

would be most important to protect, and they would rank
11 ■

abstract, general values highest.

It was also expected

that anti-control feminists would believe that any
censbrhip; of:.pornog
■ 'of women.

cbdld lead to greater repression

■ ■ ■■ ,',

.

■ ■•

It was hypothesized that the feminists who wanted

to control pornography would view the pornography issue
more as a moral problem and consequently would have a
greater moral conflict about this than the feminists

who did not want to control pornography.

It was also

expected that fundamentalists would view pornography in

.

terms of religious morality and would base their answers
on their theological beliefs.

Differences between the

feminists and fundamentalists concerning the responsibility
of the pornographer was also explored.

Although no specific hypotheses were made, other
variables besides moral reasoning were examined.

included:

These

how they define and perceive pornography, if

they consider pornography to be connected with violence

against women, and exposure to and experiences with
victimization.

11 might be expected that feminists who

want to control pornography define it more negatively,

see more harm resulting from it, and see a greater impact
of pornography on men.

Also, ahother possible teas

for

wanting to control pornography may be a more acute awareness
based on one's experiences as a victim or one's work with
victims of sexual assault.

METHOD

Subjects;: '

'J . '

Subjects were adult, self-defined feminist or

fundamentalist women who "agreed to tbe individually

interyiewed (N^44)l^

Twehty-ninb ;w

feminists, and 15 were self-identified fundamentalist

Christians from varying religious groups.

The feminists

were contacted in a college setting, including both
professors and gtudents, and through the interviewer's
place of employment.

These feminists recommended the

names of other women that they thought Uould agree to be

interviewed.

The fundamentalist women were initially

contacted thrbugh an informal network: work, school,
neighbors, and acquaintances that the interviewer knew.

These women then recommended other fUndamehtalist women
to be

interviewed.

Measures

The standardized interview on pornography and women's
issues consisted of forty-two questions that focused
primarily on pornography, how the indiyidual defined it

and felt about it) and whether and why they wanted
legislative control of pornography (see Appendix A for
a copy of this interview).

The interview also centered

^ One woman was dropped from the sample when she
defined herself as "not a fjejminist" and her Attitudes

Toward Women score fell between the two groups.

on how each woman reasoned and came to the position that
she held on pornography control and whether this was

based more on individual rights and freedom or/ respon
sibility to the welfare of others.

Questions: w^^e

about the control of pornography

in relation to violence against women and First Amendment

rights, ahd if respondents had a conflict about this.

In addition, information was gathered regarding experiences
and exposure they have had to violence, and if this had

any effect on their decision to control or not control
pornography,
The short, 15 item version of the Attitudes Toward

Women Scale, developed by Spence and Helmreich (1978),
was used as a measure of the respondentVs attitude toward
women's role was used to confirm the classification of the
self-defined fundamentalists and feminists,

The scale

contains statements regarding the roies, rights, and
privileges that women should be permitted and allows
subjects to indicate their agreement with each statement

on a four-point scale ranging from"agree strongly" to

"disagree strongly,"

The items are scored from 0 to 3

with the higher scores indicating a non-^traditional,
equalitarian or feminist attitude.

The pos s ible scores

range from 0 to 45 points (see Appendix B for a copy of
this scale),
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Rokeach's (1973) Human Value Scale was utilized to

determine if beliefs toward pornography control ar®
related to values.

The principle focus is on values

rather than attitudes.

The Human Value Scale is divided

into: two lists, one of terminal values and one of

insttumental values, each containing eighteen alphabetized
Valdes with a brief explanation under each one.

The

respondent is told to arrange each list separately in
order of' importance as gdiding principles in life.

The

value that is most important to the iridividual would get

a 1, and the value that is least important would get an
18. .The end result is the hierarchy of values held by

the individual (see Appendix C for a copy of this scale).
Procedure and: Statistics

Participarits were approached through a process of
networking and asked if they would ;be interested in

participating in an interview, on pornpgnaphy.

They

were told that the interviewer was primarily interested

in their opinions and beliefs about pornography, and
that their responses would be kept confidential.

No

deception was used and subjects completed a consent form.

(See Appendix A for a copy of this consent form.)
The interviews took place in the participant's
home or any other place Of convenience: that sh^ chose.

Each woman first filled but two scales, Rokeich's Human

Value Scale (19:73), and: Spence-Helmreich's (1978)
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Attitude Toward Women Scale.

An interview followed which

took about 45 minutes to conduct and was taped.
The order of the administration of questions did

not follow the order presented in the results because,

in five test pilots, some subjects\appeared to change

their attitudes toward pornography control after hearing
questions on the impact of pornography.

Therefore, these

questions were put later in the interview, after the
respondent stated her position on pornography control.
The order of the interviews and the adminisfratlon of the

two scales was counterbalanced.

All analysis is based

on pro-control or anti-control attitudes toward pornography.
The question in the interview that set the criterion and

categorized the women was, "Should there be legislation
to cohtrol pornography.

Why or why not?"

Prior to the

interview, the women had already defined themselves as

furidamenta1ists or feminists.

They were further divided

on the basis of pornography control which wasn't determined

until they were in the process, of being interviewed.

Three

groups were established on this basis:

1.

Fundamentalists who wanted lagal control over
pornography.

(It was anticipated that all would

want some legal control of pornography and this
was confirmed by their answers.)

2.

Feminists who didn't want any control of pbrno
graphy (the anti-control feminists).
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3.

Feminists xvho wanted some form o£ vl'egislation
to control pornogTaphy (the pro-cQn:ttol feminists)

From transcripts of the .tape/redordihgs, the open-

ended questions were content analyzed for similarity in
themes.

Ghi squares werevused to assess differerices

on nominal data betwaen the womeh in,the three groups.
Ordinal scales^ w

using analysis of

yariance, first between the three groups and then
between individual comparison of two groups at a time.
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RESULTS

;

Demographics

The religious denominations of the fundamentalists
included:
and

8 Baptists, 4 Jehovah's Witnesses, 2 Mormons,

1 Pentecostal,

Two of the 9 anti-contrpl feminists indicated a

religious affiliation; 1 belonged to the Feminist
Theological Institute and another was a member of the

New Jewish Agenda,

Three of the 20 pro-cohtrol feminists

stated they were members of church organizations.
included the Baptis

Ghurch>

These

the Presbyterian Church, and

an unspecified denpniination.
The average ,:age of the fundamentalists was 38; the

feminists who did not want legislatiye control over

pornography was. 34; and the feminists who wanted some
contrpl over pornography was 36,

These age differences

were not significant, F(2, 41) = .49, p=.62.
Twelve out of the 15 fundamentalists were married,
and all had children except 1, compared to both groups
of feminists, where out of 29, 12 were married and 13 had

children.

These differences were not signific ant,

^ (2, N = 44) = 6.31, p_=.28 for marital status, and

^^(2, N = 44) = 9,8, p=.08 for children, Among the
feminists, 3 volunteered information that they were in
lesbian relationships.

All of the women were Caucasian

.
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except 2 black pro-control feminists.

Fundamentalist women had fewer years of education
%

than feminist women,^ (2, N = 44) = 24.91, p=.0003, and
only one held a professional job.

The fundamentalists' jobs included 5 part-time

workers (a clerk, a bookkeeper, two stencilers, and a

teacher's aide); 3 full-time workers (maid services,
receptionist, and elementary school teacher), and 7
housewives.

The average personal income for the women

who were employed was about $8,000 per year.

Among the 29 feminists, 8 had their Ph.D.s, 15 had

their Masters, 3 had their B.A.s and 3 had a few years
of college.

There were a much higher number of professionals

and white collar workers among the feminists.

The anti-

control feminist sample included a psychologist, 2
professors, a college administrator, a sales represen
tative, and 4 students.

Seven of the 9 women were

employed with an average personal income of $25,000.

The pro-control feminists' jobs included 9 psycho
therapists, 3 professors, a nurso, a teacher, a writer,

a director of a shelter for abused women, a manager, a
salesperson, and 2 students.

Nineteen of the 20 women

supported themselves, with an average income of about

$20,000.

A significant difference between the income of

employed fundamentalists and employed feminists was found,
F(2, 41) = 4.70, £=.38.
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The fundainentalists did not belong to any social or
political groups apart from their religion.

Five out of

the 9 anti-control feminists were involved in feminist

or political action groups, e.g., N.O.W., American Civil

Liberties Union, Social Organization for Gay People,
and Union for Radicalj Political Economics.

Six of the

20 pro-control feminists belonged to an Organization,
including N.O.W., a political activist group, a lesbian/
gay group, and Union of Concerned Scientists.

No

significant differences in group membership for feminists

were founds^

(2, N = 29) = 1.04, £=.31.

Feminism and Views on Women's Issues and Problems

After the demographics were gathered, the first
question in the interview asked if the individual

considered herself a feminist, and how she personally
defined feminism.
of the groups.

This was to insure proper c1assification

None of the 15 fundamentalist women con

sidered herself a feminist.

Basically, the fundamentalists

had an aocurate idea of what feminism means, though it
was tainted with negativity.

Their Attitudes Toward

Women scores ranged from 18 to 33 with a mean of 25.80
out of a possible 45 points.

With the anti-cdntrdl, feminists, all 9 of the women

considered themselves as feminists, compared to the procontrol feminists, where 5 of:the 20 said "yes and no"

because of the negative implications in the wording
'.31 ■

itself and because they dpnsidered; themselve^s^^ primarily
as "humanists

Overall, there were n^

real differences between the

two groups of feminists in their Attitudes Toward Women
scores.

Most of them had a score of 44 or 45 out of 45

posib 1e po iiits.

The mean: for the anti-control feminists:

was A3,67 and 42.40 for pro-control :Eeminists.

There

was a highly significant difference between the scores

of the fundamentalists;and the feminists, F(2, 41) = 138.12,
■

£=,000.' -

■

One area of interest focused on how fundamehtalist

and feminist women viewed women's issues and problems
today, in addition to how much progress they think women
have made, and hbw optimistic they were about the future.

To investigate how much impact they would give to violence

against women, i.e., battering, rape > i-hcest, relative
to women's issues that they spontaneously cited, a
question was asked as to what each womah saw as the two

most critical problems facing women todajr^^^
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problems cited by the fundamentalists, 11 were related to

economic problems, unequal pay and bppprtunities.

Ten

problems were connected to family lifh and its respon

sibilitiesi

Other problems mentioned were:

not,enough

time for the self; hot listening to the Lord and His will

for women; and two fundamentalists consideted rape to be
a major problem in society.

.

"

Both groups of feminists mentioned economic hardship
and poverty as the most frequently cited critical problem

followed by the superwoman phenomena.

For the pro-control

feminists, 6 women spoke of the historic sex-roles women
have played culturally and how difficult these are to
change.

Also, 4 of the pro—control feminists mentioned

violence against women.

None of the anti-control feminists

cited violence against women.

There was a subtle and interesting difference between
the two groups of feminists regarding their views of
women's problems.

The anti-control feminists stated

more specific problems with a definable target.

The

complaint was aimed at something specific with the

impression that there was a way this problem could be
rectified.

Some of these problems included:

lack of

public funding for women to go back to school; lack of

mentors; and political reluctance to help women.

In

contrast, the pro-control feminists saw women's problems
as more global and culturally ingrained, more abstract,

and less specific.

They mentioned the following:

females

and feminine traits are devalued culturally, and from
this comes problems of violence; the hierarchical value

structure of western civilization that has power over
mutuality; the global equality issue; and that women are

still regarded as property, with one result being violence
against women.

The problems cited by the pro-control
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feminists reflected more the social and cultural environ

ment of our whole planet regarding the status of women

than the lack of support or the absence of political/
governmental intervention.

Despite these differences in

problems cited by all three groups, there was no difference
among their levels of optimism for women, (the overall

mean was 3.53) F(2, 41) = 1.15, p=.33.
Interestingly, fundamentalists were most optimistic

regarding women's progress.

When asked, "How much do you

think quality of life and opportunities have increased

for women in the past ten years?", they scored significantly
higher than both groups of feminists on a 5-point scale,

(the means were 4.30 for the fundamentalists, 3.11 for
the anti-control feminists, and 3.20 for the pro-control
feminists) F(2, 41) = 9.41, (p=.001).
The women interviewed were then asked,"How would

the problems you mentioned compare in importance to the

violence women experience, such as battering, rape, and
incest?"

They were to rate this on a 5-point scale.

There were no significant differences between the three

groups--they all thought in general that violence against
women was somewhat more important than the problems that
they had previously mentioned, (overall mean was 3.64

on a 5-point scale) F(2, 41) = .70, p=.51.
Portrayal and Impact of Pornography

After the background information was obtained, the
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focus of the interview centered on pornography.

were asked first to define pornography.

The women

The fundamentalists

defined pornography as anything showing explicit nudity
or sexual acts in books, magazines or movies.

this is immoral and creates lust.

To them

Only 2 women mentioned

child pornography and 1 included "the abuse of women and

children".

When asked how much pornography they had seen,

2 said "none," 1 saw a magazine cover, 3 saw an x-rated

movie years before, 9 had seen the inside of Playboy, and

3 saw nudity on cable T¥ "|jhile changing channels."
None ha,d seen anti-pornography presentatiohs.
Eight ofJ the 9 anti-control feminists included in

their definition of pornography violence, abuse, and

force and pain.

They saw a differetice between explicit

nudity and that which is degrading to women and indicating
violence.

Seven of these women had seen a few films and

magazines such as Penthouse. , Two had seen none, and 6
had seen anti-pornography presentations.

Whereas the anti-control feminists were very clear
that violence was included in their definition of
pornography, only 6 of 20 of the pro—control feminists

connected pornpgraphy to violence in their;definition.

They were much more global and broader in how they
defined pornography.

The majority of these feminists

considered anything that is degrading, demeaning or
exploitative to be pornbgraphic.

One woman said, "It's

the graphic depietion of whores.
are presented as objects."

Anything where women

Another woman Said ft: was

anything unkind or unloving in a sexual context.

Four

of the pro-contfol feminists mentioned the emofib
harm done to women by not taking account of the woman's

total being j for exampie^ "Pornography is selling anybody
as a piece of meat for someone else's selfish pleasures^

with diBregafd to the total person—spirituaib physical,
and mental aspects."

In contrast^ none;df t

ahfiy '

control feminists mentioned concern for the whole person
in their definition of pornography.

Fourteen of the

pro —contrpl women said they had seen -sOme soft core
pornography in magazines and on cable.

or almost none.

Three said none

One Saw pictures of children, 1 saw

violent pornography, and;:l had been involved in the :

production of potnography.

Six had seen anti—pprnography

presentations.^ '

Overa11, the fuhdamentaiists defined: pornography in
terms of explicit sexuality, the anti-control feminists

in terms of violence, and the pro—contrpl feminists
expanded the definition of pdrnography to include the

emotional and psychological abuse of Women.

Basicaily,

all of these women in the three groups felt extremely
negative about pornography regardless of .theitv definitions

(the overall mean whs 1.1 dn a 5-point scale:).
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Respdndents were asked, "How does pornography portray
women?"

Interestingly, the fundamentalists gave much more

depth to their answers than in their definition of porno
graphy and showed great concern about the degradation of
women.

Seven of the 15 said pornography portrayed women

as sex objects.

They felt it was wrong for the whole

woman to not be taken into account.

One said, "Porno

graphy portrays women as disposable," or "as creatures

of lesser value," another said, "as slaves, abused and
battered."

All responses were very negative.

Of the 20 pro-control feminists, 6 mentioned violence
and abuse in their portrayal.

Four said women were portrayed

as helpless victims, and 5 said as sex objects.

Other

responses included, "as inferior and suppressed," and
"degraded and unequal."

completely negative.

Nineteen of the 20 answers were

Three of the anti-control feminists

said women were portrayed as sex objects.

Their answers

were not as negative as the fundamentalists or the procontrol feminists.

For example, 3 said they were portrayed

as "teasing, seductive, and as enjoying sex," although
they also mentioned their being submissive and subservient.

Although anti-control feminists mentiohed violence more
frequently in their definitions, more of the pro-control

feminists mentioned violence in their response to the
portrayal of women in pornography.
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In general, all three groups of women considered the

portrayal of women in pornography as negative, harmful,

and unhealthy with a slightly less strong response from
the

anti-control feminists.

There were no significant differences betweJ-en' the

three groups when the following questions were asked, "How

often in pornography do you think women are presented
as sexual objects who enjoy pain and humiliation?"

(overall mean was 4.39 on a 5-point scale) F(2, 41) =
.96, 2=.39; "How often in pornography do you think women
are presented as tied up, cut up, mutilated or physically

hurt?" (overall mean was 3.78) F(2, 41) = 1.74, p=.19;
and "How often in pornography do you think women are por
trayed as depersonalized, as animals or things?" (overall

mean was 4.34) F(2, 41) = 2.78, p=.07.
When asked, "How often in pornography do you think
women are presented as enjoying being raped?"

both

groups of feminists thought this occurred significantly
more often than the fundamentalists did, F(2, 41) =

3.43, P-«04.

(The mean was 3.20 for the fundamentalists,

4.06 for anti-control feminists, and 3.96 for pro-control
feminists.)

Two questions dealt with the perceived impact of
pornography on males.

Respondents were asked, "How much

impact do you think pornography has on the 'average'
male?"

The women were to rate this on a S-point scale.
■
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Fundamentalists and pro-control feminists rated the
amount of impact as significantly more than the anti-

control feminists, F(2, 41) = 3.52, p=.04, with a mean
of 3.57 for the fundamentalists, 2.78 for anti-control

feminists, and 3.60 for pro-control feminists.
difference

The

between the pro-control feminists and anti-

control feminists was even greater, F(2, 41) = 3.52,
p=.02.

There was also a significant difference between

the two groups of feminists when asked "How much impact

do you think pornography has on the males that you know?"

with the pro-control feminists rating it higher, F(2, 41)

= 2.14, p=.04, (a mean of 2.30 for fundamentalists, 2.17
for anti-control feminists, and 2.75 for pro-control
feminists).

The question was then asked, "Do you think pornography

is seen or read much?

What percentage of the population

of males uses it (rarely, occasionally, and frequently)?
This would include books, movies, magazines, and videos."
There were no significant differences between the three

groups for any of the categories, overall mean was 16.45%,

F(2, 41) = 1.03, P=.37 for rarely; overall mean was 34.70%,

F(2, 41) = .60, p = .56 for occasionally and overall mean
was 48.85%, F(2, 41) = 1.34, P=.27 for frequently.
was little agreement and great variability among the
answers for this latter question.
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There

Both groups of feminists thought that in pornography
women were presented as enjoying being raped significantly

more often than fundamentalists.

There was a strong con

trast between the two groups of feminists when the

questions were asked concerning the amount of impact
pornography has both on the "average" male and the males
that the respondent knows.

The pro-control feminists

thought it had a significantly greater influence on
males in both categories than did the anti-control feminists.
Regarding the other questions, there were no differences
between the three groups.
Pornography and Harm

The women were asked, "Do you think pornography

hurts women?"
yes.

All 15 fundamentalists responded by saying

Three stated it hurts them directly through

violence against women, and 7 fundamentalists felt that

pornography hurts women by treating them as exploited

objects, therefore damaging women emotionally.

The

other five comments addressed the harm done by taking
away a woman's dignity and self-respect.

Seven of the

9 anti-control feminists said yes to this question.

Two

feminists thought it hurt women in some cases, but not

all.

Five women mentioned the harm it creates through

the image of women that is portrayed and implanted on
the mind.

Two thought the harm was

against women.
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connected to violence

All 20 ;of the pro-control femiilists thought that
pornography hurt women.

It was echoed repeatedly that

pornography acts as a model for men to engage in those

behaviors and abuse women, as this womjdh state,d:,"The
violence that men see in pornography is often carried
over into their relationships with women,"

Seven

said it hurt women directly through violence against women,
with the Implied message that this is what women want.

Seven pro-control feminists stated pornography hurts women
because they are viewed as objects and valued for their
bodies only.

Four said the harm was connected to the

attitudes that result from the imagery, and two thought
it detracted from equality.

The women then responded

to the newt statement and question, "Often women are
raped by men and forced to do acts that have been seen

through pornographic imagery of a violent nature.

believe this happens?"

All 44 women in the three groups

replied yes to this question.
anyone.

Do you

There was no hesitancy by

The majority of all the women in the three groups

believed that pornography hurt women either directly, i.e.,
through violence, or indirectly through objectification
and exploitation.

Another question Gonhected to pornography hurting
Women asked,"Do you believe that violent crimes against
women has escalated as well as the violent content in
pornography?"

Fourteen of the 15 fundamentalists felt that violent

crimes against women have escalated as well as the violence

in pornography.

One fundamentalist thought that violent

crime has increased but wasn't sure about the violence
in pornography.
Seven of the 9 anti-control feminists believed that

violent crimes against women have escalated as well as

the violence in pornography, and two women didn't know.
One woman stated that in our culture there is more and

more women hating.

Another mentioned,"Violence has

always been used to keep women in their place.

Porno

graphy today ,'h-4;'s made violence against women more public
and more acceptable."

Thirteen of the 20 pro-control feminists felt that

both violent crimes and violent pornography have escalated.
Five said they didn't know about violent crimes, but three
said yes to the violent content in pornography.

One

woman said no to both, and 1 woman said yes to violent

crimes, but wasn't sure about violent pornography.

Thus,

the:majority of women in all three groups believed that
violent crimes against women have escalated as well as

the violent content in pornography.

Another question on the s ubje ct of p ornography and

crime asked, "Do you think there is any relationship
between pornography and violence towards women?"

All

15 fundamentalists thought that there was a positive
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relationship between pornography and violence against
women; for example, "Viewing it gives them ideas--it
becomes okay.
affect their

It affects their thinking which might
behavior."

Eight of the 9 anti-control feminists thought that

there was a positive relationship between pornography
and violence against women; one didn't know.

Most felt

it would have the greatest impact on men who are mentally
unbalanced.

One

woman

believed

relationship that is circular.

that "There

is

a

direct

Pornography causes

violence, and this violence in our society is mirrored
in pornography."
All 20 pro-control feminists said that there was a

positive relationship between pornography and violence
against womenr

Two thought that there was a direct cause

and effect relationship.

The rest thought it was one

contributing factor that promotes more violence and abuse.

One feminist asked, "What kind of people watch violent

pornography?

It seems like they must have violence in

their lives or why would they watch it?

it.

How do they release what they see?"

They must enjoy

With only one

exception from the anti-control feminists group, all women
concluded that there was a positive relationship between
pornography and violence against women.

In an effort to examine if: thefindividual respondent
felt that pornography affected her personally;, the question

was asked, "Do you feel that your life or your personhood

has been affected directly or indirectly by pornography?
In general, does pornography affect you?"

Five fundamentalists said yes, 6 said yes but
indirectly, and 4 replied no.

how they thought

Their answers varied on

pornography affected them, from being

expected to have a beautiful body, to how men view women,
to the effects on the family and the home.

Two of the anti-control feminists said yes, 5 said

yes but indirectly, and 2 Said no to this question.

One

woman stated that she sees the effects as a therapist
and how pornography and Violence affect a Tot of

families' lives.

The women who said that they were

indirectly affected by pornography didn't feel that they
were personally touched by it but that it affects people's

attitudes and maintains a culture which justifies violence.

A somewhat greater, though not significant, percentage
of pro-control feminists believed that pornography had a

direct impact on them (13 out of 20); 6 said yes but

indirecfly, and 1 said no to the question concerning
pornography affecting them.

Three women mentioned the

concept stated by this woman, "The internalization of

the negative images affects us ail, purVwhdTe society,
because it permeates it, whether one sees it or not, we
get affected unconsciously."

Three other feminists men

tioned that they are affected because they are women,
■ ■ ■ . -44. V'

and that men's concepts from pornography generalize to
all females in society.
Overall, there were no real differences between the

three groups of women when responding to the questions
ofl pornography hurting women, the correlation between
vijolent crime and violent pornography and whether

■
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poipnography affected them as individuals, with the excep
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ti'on of pro-control feminists who tended to believe that

pornography had a greater direct impact on them.

The

majority of all the women in the three groups were
concerned about pornography's impact on society, and how
that contributes to violence against women.
Control of Pornography and the Conflict
The remainder of the interview focused on the women's

reasoning which led to their decision, and if they felt
any conflict over this issue of pornography control.

Some

clear distinctions between the/ i three groups of women
resulted.

The women were asked,"Should there be legislation
to. control pornography?

Do you thinl;: that legislation

should be passed to prohibit pornography in general or
pornography that degrades women in a humiliating and/or

painful way?"

All fifteen fundamentalists stated they

wanted some form of legislation to control pornography.

Twelve of the fundamentalists wanted all pornography to
be banned, with 3 stating that they Wanted to control
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only that which was degrading to women.

Nine feminists

reported that they didn't want any control, with 1 woman
stating that

what is degrading could be more narrowly

defined, perhaps limiting it to physical harm, then she
would want that facet of pornography to be legally

controlled, but that wasn't happening.

Twenty feminists

stated they wanted some kind of control over pornography.
Fourteen of these pro-^control feminists wanted to control

pornography that was degrading and humiliating to women.
Four pro-control feminists said they would like to control

pornography in general, with one woman asking, "But where

do you draw the line?"

Two pro-control feminists reported

x/anting to control the areas that pornography could be
sold, rather than controlling the product.
One reason why some of the feminists do not want to
control pornography may be because they do not want to
be considered in alignment with the fundamentalists.

Some

questions were asked regarding how the feminists and the

fundamentalists perceive each other and their views on
pornography, and if feminists thought fundamentalists could

work together with them on the pornography problems arid

vise versa.

This section of questions started with:

There are different groups who have been
supporting differing versiohs of the antipornography laws.
One group is strong tradi
tionalists; another is feminists.
How do
traditionalists and fundamentalists feel about

pornography?
pornography?

Why?
Why?

How do feminists feel about
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When the fundamentalists were asked to give
their explanation on how they thought feminists viewfed
pornography and why, they gave an accurate reply.

The

fundamentalists included in their answers women's rights
and the degradation of women.

Similarly, when feminists

were asked how they thought fundamentalists viewed

pornography they too gave an accurate description of the
fundamentalists' point of view.

The feminists stated

that the fundamentalists viewed nudity itself as porno

graphic, and that all pornography is immoral and against
the Bible.

The feminists were concerned that this would

be taken too far and feared what the consequences would
be if fundamentalists had a voice in legislation.

Both

groups of feminists also believed that the fundamentalists

were lumping erotica and pornography together and viewed

both as equally sinful.

In general, the feminists thought

the fundamentalists' view of women was limiting and rigid,
and that the only role a woman was valued for was wife
and

mother.

The next question asked, "Where do these groups agree

and where do they disagree on the issues of pornography?"

Six of the fundamentalists mentioned that both groups

agreed that wbmen shouldn't be violated and that porno
graphy is demeaning to women.

The fundamentalists

emphasized that the disagreement centered around their

religious values a,s opposed to the feminists' humanistic
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values.

The anti-control feminists focused on the areas of

disagreement more strongly.

Only 3 mentioned any

agreement with the fundamentalists stating that both groups
agree that pornography is a problem, that pornography isn't

good, and that they agree that violence in pornography is
wrong.

Anti-control feminists stated that their basic

definitions of what is considered pornographic is very
different from the fundamentalists, along with their
reasons why.

One woman stated, "It's a dangerous coali

tion," another said, "It scares me.

That's why I'm so

opposed to censorship at all."
Nine of the pro-control feminists stated that the

fundamentalists and feminists agree that something needs
to be done, but thought that fundamentalists and feminists

disagreed on what needs to be done, and what needs to be
limited or restricted.

Six pro-control feminists

thought that the fundamentalists agreed that pornography

depicts women in a derogatory manner, but they disagreed
with the fundamentalists that pornography is morally and
religiously wrong.

Three feminists thought there was

little agreement because they disagreed over the issue of
sexuality.

One woman mentioned that the difference is

a religious issue versus women's rights.

Another feminist

stated that the fundamentalists are concerned about the

effects pornography could have on the family, whereas

feminists are more concerned on its effects on women and. .
society.

The next question confronted respondents with, "Should

feminists and fundamentalists work together on the issue?

Can they?"

Interestingly, both fundamentalists and pro-

control feminists thought that the two groups could work
together on the pornography issue, with 12 of 15 funda

mentalists saying yes, and 14 of 20 pro—control feminists
answering affirmatively.

Eight of the 9 anti-control feminists thought' that
feminists and fundamentalists could not work together on
the pornography issue because of coming from such diver

gent orientations.

Some hesitation was mentioned by

the; pro-control feminists, but overall, they were more

optimistic that it could be done.

There was a significant
'if '

difference among the three groups,

(2, 44) = 14,10,

■p=,-U3,

One of the most important questions in the interview

asked:

"In the long run, what is most

important to you:

individual rights and freedom, or responsibility to the
welfare

of

others?"

This question was an important one in identifying
what the respondent valued most.

The differences between

these groups were significant,

2, N = 44) = 7,29,

p=,004.

All of, the fundamentalists stated that respon

sibility to the welfare of others was most important.

Of the 9 anti-control feminists, 7 felt that

individual rights and freedom was most important to
protect and 2 women stated that responsibility to the

welfare of others was most important.
Fifteen of 20 pro-control feminists believed that

responsibility to the welfare of others was most impor
tant compared to 5 who said that individual rights and

freedom were most important to protect.

Interestingly,

these 5 indicated that it was women's rights (to safety
and freedom from harm) that also led them to state

that some control of pornography was neeessary in order
to protect women's freedom.

This difference between

both groups of feminists was also significant,'^ (2, 29)
= 7.13, p=.008.
Twelve of the 15 fundamentalists mehtioned that the

First Amendment was not intended to prptect obscene
material, and that our forefathers who wrote the

constitution WoulsiL agree that freedom of speech and
press would not include pornography.

Nine women men

tioned that the First Amendment could be altered by
qualifying it and specifying what should and should not

be included.

Only 2 of the 15 thought that controlling

pornography would be a threat to freedom of speech,

or that it would lead to censorship of great works of art
or literature.
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In general, fundamentalist women were quite concrete

and specific in their thinking, rather than philosophical
or abstract.

They thought in dualistic terms, such as

black/white, right/wrong, good/bad.

This was indicated

by their answers to why they thought pornography should
be controlled.

For example, they mentioned that "Porno

graphy is wrong and against the Bible."
Satan," and "It is immoral and bad."

"It is from

Twelve of the 15

did not feel any conflict about their opinions concerning
pornography and legislation.

wrong and should be banned.

They thought it was morally

These women were not concerned

about any repercussions that might accrue.

The other 3

women stated that they felt some conflict because of

First Amendment rights and their loyalty to Gqd and the
Bible.

As one woman stated, "We should have our rights,

but people abuse the freedom of speech issue.

I don't

think women should be subject to the violence in porno

graphy.

The constitution was written up to help people,

not have them use it as an excuse to do evil."

They

handled the conflict with appeal to a higher authority-
God and their religion.

All of the anti-contfol feminists felt negatively
towards pornography and were greatly concerned about

violence towards women, and how pornography could con
tribute to further hurting and degrading women.

However,

it was clear that they did not trust the people in power
■
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or what they would do with censorship.

All of them

thought it could lead to restricting necessary rights,
and works of art and literature.

Both the Reagan admin

istration and the powerful popularity of right-wing
conservatives were mentioned as strong reasons to not
bend First Amendment rights.

As a woman stated, "I

don't want to see Jerry Falwell making decisions because

people like this will find other ways to take away our

freedom.

It's a rational assessment of the political

c1imate."

When asked if they felt a conflict about the issue,

7 of the 9 anti-control feminists said "yes."

The

conflict centered around the issue mentioned by this
woman, "Emotionally, yes.

I don't want a proliferation

of child pornography and violent material, but the evils
of censorship are greater and too dengerous."

In

general, the anti-control feminists felt some conflict,

but their answers were clear and brief.

They didn't like

violent pornography but they saw censorship as more
harmful and destructive in the long-run.

They did not

elaborate as much on their answers and their reasons

as did the 20 feminists who wanted some control.

Fifteen

of the 20 pro-control feminists expressed a conflict
about controlling pornography.

These feminists were

expansive in explaining their conflict.
cover every facet of the dilemma.
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They tried to

They were concerned

about the Reagan administration and the influence of

conservative fundamentalists, eleven thought there
would be Some threat to First Amendment rights, and 16

felt it could lead to censorship of art and literature.

However, they saw the problem of violent pornography
and violent crimes toward women as more critical.

For

example, one woman stated, "I have mixed feelings, and

it's problematic as to where you draw the line, but I'd
rather limit someone's freedom of expression than to

increase the chances of someone else getting hurt.

I'd

rather restrict someone's right of their version of

sexuality than my right to have my dignity as an indivi
dual and for my gender.

Rock-bottom, if it's them or

me, I'd rather restrict their ability to denigrate."

Another example, "I'm concerned about how to censor,
not if.

We lose our rights by getting hung-up on our

freedom, and it's taken to the extreme without accounting
for the responsibility aspects of it.

Sometimes we have

to encroach on people's freedom because they are hurting
others."

Another difference between the two groups of feminists

is that the pro—control feminists perceived the pornography
problem significantly more as a moral issue (18 of 20)

than did the anti-pornography control feminists (5 of 9),
%

'yj (2, N - 29) = 4.49, p^=.032.

All 15 fundamentalists

felt that pornography was a moral issue because it
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encourages illicit sex and weakens the morals and the

family.

One woman also included that she "doesnVt

think women should be subject to the violence in
pornography.

Women should be able to speak out when

they feel they are being hurt."
fundamentalists considered

Although all 15 of the

it a moral issue in

a

religious sense, the pro-control feminists saw it in

terms of morality; i.e., it wasn't humane to degrade
people, unjust and not good for society.

The anti-

control feminists saw it more as a political or social

issue.

Although the majority (23 of 29) of both groups

of feminists considered pornography to be a moral issue

and had a conflict about the control of pornography,
they did not view this conflict as a moral conflict.

(Only 1 of 9 of the anti-pornography control feminists
considered it to be a moral conflict).

One explanation

might be that the issue of First Amendment rights and
freedom of speech may not be viewed as an issue connected
to

morals.

One aspect of why First Amendment rights would be

considered important for feminists is whether they
consider it connected to repression towards women if
pornography were legally controlled.

This area of

repression of women x^as explored through the next

question, which was, "In an effort to control porno

graphy, do you feel. it could lead to greater repression
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towards women?"

Thirteen of the 15 fundamentalists

answered "no" to this question.

In contrast, all of

the anti-control feminists replied that controlling
pornography would lead to greater repression towards

women, especially in the areas of birth control, abor
tion, and lesbianism.

One anti-control feminist stated

that "Pornography is so connected with sexuality in
many places and ways, and the only other people

supporting legislation are right-wing church-goers

(besides feminists).

They promote the idea that people

shouldn't talk about sex, that no nudity should be
shown anywhere, and that abortion be illegal.

This is

all repressive towards women and their sexuality.
of

us

would

All

suffer."

Fourteen of the 20 pro-control feminists replied
no, controlling pornography would not lead to greater
repression of women.

Two pro-control feminists were

unsure, with one stating, "It might further repress
women, but what's worse than what's happening to
women now with pornography and violence?"

Therefore,

in general both fundamentalists and the majority of
pro-control feminists believed that controlling porno

graphy would not result in the repression of women,

and anti-control feminists thought that pornography
control would affect women's rights and would lead to
further oppression.
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In summary, the biggest difference between the two

groups of feminists was their reasons for wanting some
legislation or for not wanting any legislation.

It was

mentioned repeatedly by the feminists who wanted some
control that we don't have absolute freedom; there are

limits already placed on the First Amendment.

We should

use those limits that are already there (threat., harm,

and slander) to control violent pornography.

Interestingly,

women who favored no legislation used the same argument

for why there should not be ariy control of pornography.

They stated time and again that there already were laws

against assault, rape, and making snuff films.

The

difference appears to be that feminists who didn't want
control didn't see legislation as helping to arrest
violence towards women (and saw other avenues as more

advantageous) and focusedo on the negative results that
would accrue from control, whereas the feminists who

wanted some legislation saw the victimization of women

as so problematic that some control would be necessary

and were willing to risk the problems that might accrue.
Responsibility of the Pornographer and Noii-Legislative
Solutions

The Women's attention was focused on the pornographer
through the next several questions which asked about the

responsibility of the pornographer and the men who get
involved in pornography.

The first question was, "What

is the responsibility of the pornographer, does he share
some of the responsibility?"
All 15 fundamentalis ts stated that he shared some

of the responsibility, and 3 thought he shared all of the
responsibility and should get the heaviest sentence.

They thought it would be difficult to prove, though,
much like drinking and the responsibility of the bar
tender.

All but 2 anti-control feminists believed the

pornographer was at least partially responsible.

One

feminist stated that legally he wasn't responsible, but
he was morally.

Eighteen of the pro-control feminists

stated that the pornographer was responsible in spite of

it being difficult to prove and not being tangible.

Two

of these feminists felt the pornographer has total respon
sibility with one woman likening it to watching someone
getting raped and not calling the police.
The respondents were asked about the responsibility
of the men who get involved in pornography.

The next

question on this topic was, "What should be done to the

men who force women into pornography such as Linda Love
lace who was beaten, raped, and threatened with her life?"

Eleven of the fundamentalists answered that the porno
graphers should be prosecuted and sentenced (jail) with
2 including castration in the punishment, 3 fundamentalists

thought the men should be executed, and 1 replied they
should be tortured.

Eight anti-control feminists said
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the men should be sentenced as in any other crime, and

1 thought they should be executed.

Sixteen of the 20

pro-control feminists felt the men should be executed,
1 thought they should be castrated, and 2 wanted to see
the

men

tortured.

Overall, the three groups of women wanted to sen

tence men who force women into pornography, and believed

that the pornographer shared in some of the responsibility,
The differences were that the majority of the fundamen
talists wanted to control that which is degrading to

women, and the anti-control feminists didn't want any
pornography to be controlled.

It was also clear that

the anti-control feminists felt that any legislation
of pornography could lead to greater repression of women

in general, both fundamentalists and pro-control fem
inists did not believe this would result.

The respondents were asked what they would recommend
as solutions to the pornography problem.

When fundamen

talists were asked what should be done, in addition to

banning pornography and enforcing laws, 3 said to change
the constitution, 2 mentioned that people had to change
but that wasn't likely, and one woman said,"To set a

good example for my kids, and teach them to respect their
body."

When asked what should be done about the poinography
problem, the anti-control feminists mentioned some

58

ingenious alternatives to legislation, i.e., boycotting,
heavily taxing pornography and using the money to help
women who have been victims of violent abuse, restricting
pornography through ordinances to very limited areas in

a city so it would not continue to proliferate, and
educating society and children in the schools to Under

stand the difference between pornography and erotica.

Also, providing counseling for prostitutes and porno
graphy stars was mentioned.

Besides legally limiting

some aspects of pornography, the pro-control feminists

emphasized educating children and sbciety.

The last question asked was, "What has led you to
your current beliefs regarding pornography?"

Twelve of

the 15 fundamentalists answered their Christian beliefs

and three others mentioned personal experiences and
being aginst vio1ence.

Both groups Of feminists s tated

taking classes, and being in feminist groups led them
to their current beliefs on pornography.

There were no

differences in their answers, except that the pro-control
group mentioned their own personal experiences of violence
or working with Victims.

Personal Correlates Of Attitudes Toward Pornography Control
The following questions were asked in order to

ascertain some reasons why the respondent would favor

1egis1ation or no 1egis1ation based on their personal
experiences with civil rights and equality.
-x-.
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When asked,
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"Have you ever felt you suffered from inequality?"

Six

of the fundamentalists stated that they had suffered
from inequality, 3 mentioned in connection with the work

force, and 3 said in relation to the family.

All of the

anti-coritrdl feminists felt that they experienced inequal
ity in various circumstances inciudihg professional, •
social, and financial settings, as well as in the home.

Eighteen of the 20 pro-control feminists felt they had
suffered from inequality.

Eleven stated in all circum

stances because as one feminist mentioned, "The whole
design of the world is not equal for men and women in

this culture."

The difference between these groups

was significant, X (2, 44) = 14.06, p=.02.

A related

question asked the women, "Have you ever felt your
civil rights were violated?

In what way?"

As with

inequality, the fundamentalists felt least oppressed,

with only 3 of the 15 stating that their civil rights
had been violated.

The reasons mentioned were regarding

the seatbelt law and pornography.

The majority (20 of

29) of both groups of feminists reported that their

civil rights had been violated in a variety of circum
stances, i.e., sexual harassment, in the work force,
getting credit, racial issues, andbecause of porno
graphy.

Differences between the fundamentalists and

both groups of feminists were significant:

(2, N =

35) = 7.00, p=.008 for fundamentalists versus pro-control
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feminists, and'y*(2, N = 24) = 5.46, £=,02 for funda
mentalists versus anti-control feminists.

While it was clear that the fundamentalists*

reasoning on pornography control was based on their

religious beliefs, the distinction between the reasoning
of the two groups of feminists was not as obvious, with

both groups sharing many beliefs, attitudes, and goals
for women.

Some insight is provided by looking at the

ranking of their values on Rokeach's Human Value Scale

(1973).

See Table 1 for mean value ranking.

The anti-

control feminists ranked "freedom" and "equality" as the
values they considered to be most important.

Pro-control

feminists ranked "self-respect" and "inner harmony*' as
their two most important values.

No significant differ

ences, however, were found for these values between the
three groups.

The fundamentalists ranked "freedom"

significantly lower than both groups of feminists,

F(2, 41) = 5.40, p=.0G8.

There was no significant

difference for "freedom" between the feminist groups.
The value "equality" was significant for all three

groups, P(2, 41) = 13.84, p=.000, as well as between

the two groups of feminists, F(2, 41)

13.84, p=.01,

with anti-control feminists ranking it highest and
fundamentalists ranking it lowest.

In contrast with the feminists, the fundamentalists

ranked the values "salva;tion" and "family security" as
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TABLE

Mean Ranks on Rokeach's Value Scale;

1

A Comparison of Fundamentalist, Feminist

Anti-, and Feminist Pro-Control of Pornography Women
Terminal
Fundamentalists

ro

Feminist

Values

Anti-Control

Feminist

Pro-Control

Salvation

1.20

Freedom

4.11

Family Security
Inner Harmony

2.87

4.89

6.07

Equality
Self Respect

5.22

Freedom

5.45

Self Respect

6.67

Peaceful

5.44

Wisdom

6.65

Wisdom

6.67

Wisdom

5.56

Peaceful

True Friendship
Happ iness

7.27

6.22

True Friendship

7.90

7.67

Mature

8.20

7.78

10.00
10.00

Accomplishment
Family Security
Equality
Happines s

11.33

Beautiful

World

Accomplishment

9.53

True Friendship
Accomplishment
Happiness
Inner Harmony
Family Security

Peaceful

9.67

Mature

Mature

8.07

Love

Freedom

Beautiful

7.53
8.60

World

World

Equality
Nat. Security
Comfortable

Life

Exciting Life

12.47

Love

Beautiful

World

7.78

Self Respect
Inner Harmony

World

Love

World

5.35
5.40

6.90

8.25
8.50

8.55
8.90
11.50

12.67

Comfortable

12.00

Exciting Life

12.15

12.87

12.44

Salvation

12.80

13.33

Exciting Life
Social Recog.

13.56

Social Recog.

12.85

14.93

Pleasure

14.33

Comfort.

13.15

Life

Life

Pleasure

15.20

Nat. Security

14.67

Pleasure

14.25

Social Recog.

15.40

Salvation

17.78

Nat. Security

14.25

TABLE

1

(Continued)
Instrumental

Feminist

Fundamentalis ts

Values

Anti-Control

Pro-Control

Hones t

4.53

Honest

4.33

Loving

4.05

Loving
Forg iving
Re sponsib1e
Helpful

4.93

Independent

4.56

Hones t

4.25

5.60

Broadminded

4.67

Independent

5.45

5.87

4.78

Responsible

7.40

5.33

7.73

5.56

Helpful
Forgiving

7.45

Cheerful
Self-Controlled

8.87

Responsible
Courageous
Capable
Loving

7.22

Broadminded

7.95

Capable

9.07

Intellectual

7.33

Intellectual

8.20

Polite

9.47

Helpful

7.56

8.50

9.87

7.47

7.50

Imaginative

10.44

Imaginative
Capable

Courageous

10.27

Amb itious

10.67

Courageous

Clean

11.07

11.00

Cheerful

10.45

Logical

11.73

Forgiving
Logical

11.22

Amb itious

10.95

Amb itious

12.13

Cheerful

12.11

Self-controlled

12.30

Independent

12.33

Self-Controlled

14.33

Logical

12.45

Imaginative

12.47

Polite

14.78

Polite

14.20

Broadminded

12.67

Clean

16.11

C1ean

15.05

Intellectual

14.07

Obedient

17.00

Obedient

17.25

a^
CjO

Feminist

Obedient

Note - n = 15 Fundamentalists, 9 Anti-Control of Pornography Feminists,
20 Pro-Control of Pornography Feminists.

8.85
8.85

most important.

There was a significant difference

found between all three groups for "salvation", F(2, 41)

= 39.55, £ = .000, as well as between the two groups of
feminists with pro-control feminists, ranking it higheir,

F(2, 41) = 39.55, p = .005.

"Family security" was

significantly different between fundamentalists and

feminists, F(2, 41) = 13.76, £=.000, but no difference
was found between the two groups of feminists.

Funda

mentalists also placed a significantly higher ranking
on the values "obedient" and "self-control" than did the

feminists, F(2, 41) = 21.94., £=.000, and F(2, 41) = 5.01,
£=.01, respectively.

However, fundamentalists ranked

the value "independent" significantly lower than the

two groups of feminists, F(2, 41) = 15.65, £=.000.
Differences found between the two groups of
feminists included the values "broadminded," and

"responsible," with the anti-control feminists ranking
these significantly higher than the pro-control feminists,

F(2, 41) = 14.61, £=.02; F(2, 41) = 1.80, £=.05, respec
tively.

Pro-control feminists ranked the value

"forgiving" significantly higher than anti-control

feminists, F(2, 41) = 4.72, £=.03.

There also was a

difference, though not significant, with the value

"loving" with pro-control feminists ranking it higher,

F(2, 41) =1.48, £=.07.
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It appears that the pro-control feminists were

more interested in the interpersonal values versus the

abstract, general values that the anti-control feminists

ranked as most important.

The fundamentalists' hierarchy

of values was consistent with their religious beliefs.

The fundamentalists also placed a low priority on
"broad-minded" and "intellectual," also congruent with

their religious thinking; whereas both groups of
feminists regarded "clean" and "obedient" as least
valuable to them.

Another clue as to why the two groups of feminists

differed was provided by their personal experiences.

The

women were first asked if they personally knew women who

were raped, battered, or victims of incest.
in all the groups said yes.

The majority

(Five of 15 fundamentalists

said no, and 2 of 9 anti-control feminists and 1 of 20
pro-control feminists said no.

These differences were

•fc

not significant,'X(2, N = 44) = 4.75, p=.45.

When asked

if they have worked with victims of violence only 1
of 15 fundamentalists did; 2 of 9 anti-control feminists

worked with victims of violence, but 13 of 20 pro-control

feminists worked with victims of violence (as a therapist,
nurse, law enforcement, etc.).

This difference was

significant for the entire sample,
p=.02.

{2, N = 44) = 13.26,

There was also a significant difference between

the feminists with the pro-control feminists having
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worked with more victims,

(2, N = 29) = 4.55, p=.03.

Also, when asked if they knew any women who were victims
of violence, 3 of 15 fundamentalists volunteered the

information that they were victims themselves (this

included rape or attempted rape, incest, or molesta
tion, and battering)j 2 of 9 anti-control feminists

were victims, but 10 of 20 pro-cOntrol feminists

admitted that they had been victimized.

This difference,

however, was not significant,^'*'(2, N = 44) = 4.14,
p=.53.

Therefore, not only were the pro-control

feminists exposed more to victimization at their employ
ment, but a larger, though not significant, percent of
them were victims themselves compared to the anti-control
feminists.

One of the last questions asked tied in Gloria

Steinem's definition of pornography to investigate if,
by using her criteria for pornography, the respondent's
answers or attitude would.have been different.

This

was asked toward the end of the interview in order

to not have affected their responses.
Gloria Steinem wrote about the difference between

erotica and pornography where erotica includes

mutual pleasures, touch, warmth> :and empathy
for each other's bodies versus pornography
which denotes force, domination, violence
and unequal power. The word pornography
cbmes, from the Greek root porne (meaning
prostitute or female captive) and graphos

(description of).

Thus, the word pornography

means a description of either the purchase of
sex, or sexual slavery. If you were to define
. "
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pornography in this way, would this affect your
attitude or answers, or would they remain the
same? (Steinem, 1983, p. 221).
All but one of the fundamentalists stated that their
answers would have remained the same.

This one woman

said that her answers would have been stronger and more
negative against pornography.
Seven of the 9 anti-control feminists stated that

their answers would have remained the same.

One feminist

said her answers would have been different because her
definition of pornography was different since she was

including eroticism.

The other feminist stated that

her answers might change regarding impact and violence
because she included erotica in her definitions of

pornography.

She would not have changed regarding

legislation.

Sixteen of the 20 pro-control feminists responded
by saying that their answers would have remained the same.
Four pro—control feminists said their answers would

have changed because of the root meaning of the word
pornography, the connection with the purchase of sex,

and one woman's thinking that soft pornography was
erotica.

Another feminist thought that because of

Steinem's definition that pornography was even more
harmful to society than she originally believed.
Overall, the majority of all the women in the

three groups would have kept their answers the same,
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although many of them thought that Steinem's definition

of pornography was both informative and interesting.
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DISCUSSION

The results in general show that all participants
were concerned about the pornography problem and its
increase in both volume and content in recent years.
Results for all of the women, also showed that they

feel extremely negative about pornography despite the
fact that most of them had been exposed to very little
of it.

In general, all three groups of women found that

the portrayal of women in pornography is humiliating,
degrading and demeaning to women.

The great majority

of all the women felt that pornography hurt women and

that there was a positive relationship between pornography
and violence against women.

All were concerned about

pornography's impact on society, and believed that the

pornographer shared in some of the responsibility that
could

result from

it.

Throughout the interview, the fundamentalists*
answers and values were consistent with their religious

beliefs.

They also believed that responsibility to the

welfare of others was most important.

They viewed

pornography as immoral and bad, and feared that it
could adversely affect the family.

They wanted to

legally control pornography primarily for conservative,

religious reasons although they acknowledged that it
contributes to the violence against women and negatively
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distorts the image of the female.

All of the funda

mentalists were helpful and interested in participating

in the interview.

It was clear, however, that they

viewed the feminists as radical and with some suspicion.
They perceive feminists as devaluing the role of mother
and wife, and feel both uncomfortable and threatened

by this.

Fundamentalists also fear that social change,

as advocated by feminists, could hinder their personal

situation rather than improve it (Rowland, 1986).
It should be noted that education is a confounded

variable.

Fundamentalists have had fewer years of

education than feminists.

But the position the funda

mentalists expressed in this study was consistent with

their reasoning and the same as the position expressed
by the fundamentalists in the media.

Even if education

were controlled, fundamentalists would still hold these
religious beliefs.
Both pro-control feminists and fundamentalists

wanted to legally^control pornography.

Both of these

groups felt that it contributed to violence against
women and harm, and fundamentalists also emphasized
the religious aspect.

Pro-control feminists felt more

conflict about pornography control than did fundamen
talists .

They were concerned about where to draw the

line on censorship and by whom.

Pro-control feminists

also were afraid it could lead to censoring of great
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works of art and literature.

However, pro-control

feminists (as well as fundamentalists) did not believe

controlling pornography would lead to greater repression
of women.

Anti-control feminists thought that it would

oppress women and this was one of their main concerns

for opting for protection of First Amendment rights.
Although anti-control feminists believed that there was

a relationship between pornography and violence against
women and were concerned about the welfare of women,

harm was not their highest priority.

They perceived

pornography just as negatively as pro-control feminists

but believed that women have more to lose by censoring
pornography, i.e., their rights and freedom.

In general,

the anti-control feminists share the position of the
U. S. Courts, that it doesn't matter how much violence

there is in connection with pornography, maintaining
the position of the First Amendment is more important

(Lenz, Penrod and Donnerstein, 1986).
In contrast, for pro-control feminists, harm was

a more central issue and appeared to be their highest

priority arid reason for wanting to legally control
pornography.

The majority of the feminists who didn't want control

of pornography stated that individual rights and freedom

was most important to them.

In contrast, the majority

of feminists who wanted some form, of legal control over
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pornography stated that responsibility to the welfare
of others was most important.

Consistent with an

emphasis in harm, the pro~control feminists also
considered pornography to be more of a moral issue
than did anti-control feminists.

The amount of victimization a woman experienced
appeared to affect her answers to the extent that she

connected it to pornography and violence against women.

The respondents were not directly asked if they were

victims themselves for ethical reasons, but the ques
tions were framed in such a way that made it natural
for the respondent to mention.

There could have been

more women in all groups who were victimized but who

did not want to reveal this information.

The results

suggest that the pro-contrdl feminists had more expo
sure to victimization and violence by working more- often

with victims, and by citing more personal experiences :
than anti-control feminists or fundamentalists.

This

could be one factor why. they favored pornography control.
The pro-control feminists also perceived more violence

in pornography and believed it had more impact on men
than did the anti-control feminists,

The pro—control feminists were also more expansive

and inclusive in their definition of pornography.
Whereas the anti-control feminists viewed it more in
terms of violence, the pro-control feminists included
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psychological abuse and exploitation.
An issue that was not addressed

in the interview

but mentioned as a concern by many of the women in all

three groups was that they didn't want to be compared

physically to the women in pornography.

The respon

dents said that they felt physically inferior to the

woinen in pornographic magazines and Videos, and this
increased their levels of insecurity and anxiety with

their partners.

It was clear that tKey^^

uncomfortable

wh^n their partners were sexuaily aroused by beautiful
women in pornography that did not look like them.

Intjefestingly, in this regard, Guttierres (1983)
found that exposure to pornographic magazines adversely
aff,ected males, but not females' judgments of the
attractiveness of their partner.

The men rated their

mates lower in sexual attractiveness after exposure
to pornography.

Another finding by Gutierres showed

that both males and females indicated they loved their

mates less after viewing popula:r .pornography.

Apparently,

the women who felt that they wereh't being appreciated

for theiTiselves when their partners viewed pornography
were

not off base.

It appears that the feminists who upheld First
Amendment rights as most important had views similar

to the moral reasoning mentioned by Gilligan, based

on what is called "justice," which is more typical of
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males.

This was also backed up by the ranking of

their values on Rokeach's (1973) Value Scale.

It

appears that the pro^control feminists are more interested

in the interpersonal values versus the abstract, general
values that the anti-control feminists rank as most

important.

An examination of Rokeach's appendix

indicated that the anti-control feminists are similar

to the way males responded in his sample, and the procontrol feminists are more like the female in Rokeach*s

sample.

According to Gilligan (1982), the pro-control

feminists would be considered as having views more

similar to the moral reasoning based on "responsibility
and care," and which is more typical of females.

The

pro-control feminists were also more likely to evaluate
all aspects of the pornography conflict.

They examined

and verbalized both sides of the pornography control issue
more expansively than the anti-control feminists who

were more concise, straight-forward, and therefore,

masculine in their responses.

To define it in Gilligan's

terms, the pro-control feminists were more circular;
or to use her metaphor for women, more like a "web" in

turning the issue around and around.

Gilligan used the

metaphor of the "web" to describe a morality consisting

of responsibilities, and of individuals "connecting"

with one another.

In contrast, she used the metaphor

of a "ladder" to describe the morality of rights,
. ■ '
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competition and independence.

The feminists who want tOj control pornography
were more clearly on the side of not harming others
than of rights.

These pro-control feminists stated

overtly that they would rather infringe upon the rights
of others than risk hurting someone else, whether

individually or as a society.

Mahoney (1985) mentions

four categories of harm that she connects with porno
graphy.

These are:

Harm to Children

1) Harm to Women Generally

3) Harm to Participants

2)

4) Harm to

Society.

Harm was an important issue with the pro-control

feminists and this was the major reason they wanted some

form of legislation, again providing some support for

Gilligan's (1982) theory.

As she concludes her book,

Gilligan (1982) summarizes the issue concisely:
To understand how the tension between responsibili
ties and rights sustains the dialectic of human

development is to see the integrity of two
disparate modes of experience that are in the
end connected.
While an ethic of justice
proceeds from the premise of equality--that
everyone should

be treated

the same—an ethic

of care rests on the premise of nonviolence-

that no one should be hurt. In the representation
of maturity, both perspectives converge in the

realization that just as inequality adversely
affects both parties in an unequal relationship,
so too violence is destructive for everyone
involved.

(p. 174)

The issues involving pornography and what to do
about them are very complicated and have not been

resolved.

However, it may be clearer concerning how and
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why the feminist community is divided.

It appears the

pro-control and anti-control feminists operate from

different modes of thinking and values on the porno
graphy debate.

Both groups have legitimate arguments.

Although this quandry continues, more extensive research

could be conducted to provide further insight into this
dilemma.
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APPENDIX

CONSENT

A

form:

Attitudes Toward Pornography Control:
Feminist

and

Fundamentalist

Views

Department of Psychology

California State Tlnivers^^^

San Bernardino

You are about to participate in an interview dealing with
women's issues, pornography, violence against wpmen, .and ,
civil liberties.

The purpose of the ihteryiew is to

find out what your attitudes, opinions, and beliefs
are regarding these topics.

I also need for you to fill

out two scales; one is a value scale, the other deals with

yout attitudes towards women's roles.
viewing about 50 women.

I will be inter

I'm interested in how women feel

and think about the issues mentioned.

When all of the

interviews have been completed, your responses will be
aggregated with those of other

Your answers will be

kept confidential and your identity wilT not be used
in connection with the research.

The list of names

be kept in a separate file apart from the tapes.

interview will take about one hour.

will

The

If at any time

during the interview you feel uncomfortab1e and want to

stop please feel free to do so.

Your participation in

this project is greatly appreciated.
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1.

The pornography study has been explained to
me and I understand the explanation that has

been given and what my participation will
involve.

2.

I understand that I am free to discontinue my
participation in the study at any time and
without penalty.

3.

I understand that the results of the study
will be treated in strict confidence and that
I will remain anonymous.

Within these restric

tions, group results of the study will be made
available to me at my request.

4., I understand that my participation in the
study does not guarantee any beneficial
results

5.

to

me.

I understand that, at my request, I can receive

additional explanation of the study after my
participation is completed.

78

INTERVIEW

INFORMATION

1.

age

6.

children (boys, girls)

2.

job

7.

ethnicity

3.

education

8.

affiliation with feminist,

4.

income

church or political action

5.

marital status

groups

FEMINISM

1.

Do you consider yourself a feminist?

2.

How do you define feminism?

3.

How much do you think quality of life and oppor
tunities have increased for women in the past ten
years?

4.

(Scale 1)

How optimistic are you about the future for women?
Rate.

5.

Please rate.

(Scale 2)

In your opinion, what are the two most critical
problems facing women today?

6.

How would the problems you mentioned compare to the

violence women experience, such as battering, rape
and incest?

Rate each problem separately.

(Scale 3)

I'm now going to ask you some questions concerning porno
graphy.

Feel free to express yourself fully.

I'm

interested in your opinion and how you personally view
these

issues.
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PORNOGRAPHY

1.

How do you define pornography?

2.

How do you

3.

Have you seen any pornography?

about pornography?

(Scale 4)

How much and in what

settings?

4.

Have you seen anti-pornography media presentations?
(e.g. Not a Love Story, Killing Her Softly, Women
Against Pornography slide show.)

5.

Do you see the issue of pornography as a moral
issue?

If yes, describe why.

CONTROL OF PORNOGRAPHY

1.

Should there be legislation to control pornography?
Why or why hot?

Some women are divided on the issue of pornography.
Some consider it as a central issue connected with

violence against women.

They believe that a connection

between images and action does exist.

These women

want to ban pornography on the grounds that it violates

the civil rights of women by promoting violence against
women, keeping them subordinate, and encoura.ging

discrimination against women.

They feel pornography

also supports the myth that women enjoy and incite
sexual violence.

Other women believe that the First Amendment which

guarantees freedom of speech, press and expression is
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the most important to protect.

They believe, like

Harriet Pilpel, "that as a free people it is impossible
to censor speech we hate without imperiling the system
of free expression upon which our political and social

structure rests" (Blakely, 1985, p. 44).

One writer.

Erica Jong, believes that "despite the ugliness of a lot

of pornography, censorship only springs back against
the givers of culture and those who want to change

society."

She says that should censorship be imposed

again, women's rights and progress toward equality
would be the first to suffer (Blakely, 1985, p. 38).

These women also question whether images seen in porno
graphy actually cause violent acts.

2.

Where do you stand on this issue?

3.

Do you have a conflict about this?

Is it a moral

conflict?

4.

How do you resolve this issue?

5.

How do you handle the other side?

6.

Do you think that legislation should be passed to
prohibit pornography in general?

What should be done?

Pornography that

degrades women in a humiliating and/or painful way?
If not, what should be done?

7.

Are you concerned that legislation of pornography
may be a threat to freedom of speech as guaranteed
by the First Amendment?
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8.

In an effort to control pornography do you feel it
could lead to greater repression towards women?

How

do you resolve this?

9.

Do you feel that legislation of pornography may lead
to censorship of great works of art or literature?

10.

Do you believe that violent crimes against women
have

escalated

as

well as the

violent content

in

pornography?
11.

What should be done about the men who force women into

pornography such as Linda Lovelace of the film Deep
Throat
her

12.

who was beaten, raped and threatened with

life?

Often women are raped by men and forced to do acts
that have been seen through pornographic imagery

of a violent nature.

Do you believe this happens?

What is the responsibility of the pornographer?
Does he share some of the responsibility?

13.

There are different groups who have been supporting
differing versions of the anti-pornography laws.
One group is strong traditionalists; another is
feminist.

How do traditionalists and fundamentalists

feel about pornography?

about pornography?

Why?

Why?

How do feminists feel

Where do these groups

agree and where do they disagree on the issues of
pornography?
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14.

How do you feel about the idea that both very
traditional and very feminist women may find them
selves on the same side of the pornography issue?

Should they work together on the issue?
15.

Can they?

Have you ever felt your civil rights were violated?
In what way?

Have you ever felt you suffered from

inequality?

16.

In the long run, what is most

(Scale 5)
to the

important to you;

Individual rights and freedom; responsibility

welfare

of others.

I would like to get some more information from you concerning
pornography and how you perceive the following issues.

1.

How do you feel pornography portrays women?

2.

Do you think pornography hurts women?

3.

How often do you think in pornography women are

How?

presented as sexual objects who enjoy pain and
humiliation?

4.

(Scale 6)

How often in pornography do you think women are
presented as enjoying being raped?

5.

(Scale 6)

How often do you think women are presented tied up,
cut up, mutilated or physically hurt?

6.

How often do you think women are portrayed as

depersonalized, as animals or things?
dolls, etc.)

7.

(Scaj-e 6)

(Chairs,

(ScSle 6)

Do you think pornography is seen or read much?

What

percentage of the population of males uses it?

This
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would include books, movies, magazines, and videos.
Answer for all three blanks.

8.

How much impact do you think pornography has on the
"average" male?

9.

Please rate.

(Scale 8)

How much impact do you think pornography has on the
males you know?

10.

(Scale 7)

(Scale 8)

Do you think there is any relationship between
pornography and violence towards women?

11.

Explain.

Gloria Steiiietii; wrote about the difference between

erotica and pornography.

Where erotica includes

mutual pleasure, touch, warmth, and empathy for
each other's bodies versus pornography which
denotes force, domination, violence, and unequal
power.

The word pornography comes from the Greek

root porne meaning prostitute or female captive and
graphos which means description of.

Thus, the word

pornography means a description of either the purchase
of sex, or sexual slavery.

If you were to define

pornography in this way, would this affect your

attitude or your answers?
same?

pr would they remain the

(Steinem, 1983, p. 221).

EXPERIENCE .

I'm going to ask you some quetions about any experiences
you may have had.

1.

Have you worked with victims of violence?
capacity and with what kind of victims?
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In what

2.

Have you had any other exposure to the issue of
women

3.

and

violence?

Do you personally know women who have been abused
sexually, battered, raped or victims of incest?
Explain.

4.

Do you feel that your life or your personhood has

been affected directly or indirectly by pornography?
In general, does pornography affect you?

5.

You did a good job in sharing your thoughts with
me; but I was wondering what has led you to your
current beliefs about pornography?

What were the

strongest influences or specific factors that
have led you to where you are now?

If you want a summary of the results, please give me
your address and this will be mailed to you when the
study is completed.

THANK

YOU
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SCALE

1

1.

Not at all

2.

Very little

3.

A moderate amount

needs improvement somewhere
4.

Quite a bit

5.

A great deal of progress has occurred

SCALE

2

1.

Not at all Optimistic

2.

Slightly

3.

Moderately Optimistic

4.

Quite a Bit

5.

Extremely Optimistic
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SCALE

1.

3

Problems of violence are of minimal

importance compared to the problems
I

mentioned

2.

Slightly less

3.

Problems of violence are equally
important to the problems I mentioned

4.

Somewhat more

5.

Problems of violence are much more

important than the problems I mentioned

SCALE

4

1.

Extremely negative

2,

Somewhat negative

3•

Neutral

4.

Somewhat positive

5.

Extremely positive

SCALE

5

INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS

AND

FREEDOM

_RESPONSIBILITY TO THE WELFARE
OF

OTHERS

SCALE 6

1.

Never

2.

Rarely

3.

Occasionally

4.

Frequently

5.

Very often

88

SCALE

7

WITH 100% OF MALE POPULATION

RARELY/NEVEE

%

OCCASIONALLY

%

FREQUENTLY/REGULARLY

SCALE 8

1.

No impact

2.

Slight impact

3.

Moderate impact

4.

Quite a bit of impact

5.

Extreme impact

APPENDIX

B

The statements listed below describe attitudes

toward the roles of women in society which different

people have.

There are no right or wrong answers,

only opinions. You are asked to express your feeling
about each statement by indicating whether you (A) ^gree
strongly, (B) agree mildly, (C) disagree mildly, or
(D) disagree strongly.

1.

Swearing and obscenity are more repulsive in the
speech of a woman than a man.

A

2.

B

G

D

Under modern economic conditions with women being
active outside the home, men should share in house

hold tasks such as washing dishes and doing the
laundry.

A

3.

B

C

D

It is insulting to women to have the "obey'' clause
remain in the marriage service.
A

4.

B

C

D

A woman should be as free as a man to propose
marriage.

A

5.

B

C

D

Women should worry less about their rights and
more about becoming good wives and mothers.
A

6.

B

C

D

Women should assume their rightful place in business
and all the professions along with men.
A

7.

®

C

D

A woman should not expect to go to exactly the same
places or to have quite the same freedom of action
as

a

man.

B

D
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8.

It is ridiculous for a woman to run a locomotive
and for a man to darn socks.

A

9.

B

C

D

The intellectual leadership of a community should
be largely in the hands of men.
A

10.

B

C

D

Women should be given equal opportunity for
apprenticeship in the various trades.
A

B

C

D

11.

Women earning as much as their dates should bear
equally the expense when they go out together.

12.

Sons in a family should be given more encouragement
to go to college than daughters.

13.

In general, the father should have greater
authority than the mother in the bringing up of
children.

A

14.

C

D

Economic and social freedom is worth far more to
women than acceptance of the ideal of femininity
which has beenset up by men.
A

15.

B

B

C

D

There are many jobs in which men should be given
preference over women in being hired or promoted.
A

B

C
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APPENDIX

C

There are two lists here each with 18 values.

Arrange each list separately in order of importance to
you, as guiding principles in your life.

by writing in number 1 to 18.

Rank each value

Study the list carefully

and pick out the one value which is most important for
you.

The value which is least important would get an

18; the value that is most important would get a 1.
slowly and think carefully.

Work

If you change your mind

feel free to change your answers.

The end result should

show how you really feel.
Terminal

Value

A comfortable life

Inner harmony

(a prosperous life)

(freedom from inner

An exciting life

conflict)

(a stimulating, active

Mature love

A sense of accomplishment

(sexual and spiritual
intimacy)

(lasting contribution)

National security

_A world at peace

(protection from

(free of war and
conf1ict)

Pleasure

attack)

_A world of beauty
(beauty of nature

(an enjoyable, leisurely
life)

and the arts)
Equality

Salvation

(brotherhood, equal
opportunity for
all)

^Family security
(taking care of loved
ones)

(saved, eternal life)
^Self-respect
(self-esteem)
^Social recognition
(respect, admiration)
_True friendship

(close companionship)

^Freedom (independence,
free choice)

__Wisdom (a mature
understanding of life)

^Happiness
(contentedness)
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Instrumental

Value

__Imaginative
(daring, creative

Ambitious

(hard-working,
asp iring)

Independent

(self-reliant, self

Broadminded

(open-minded)
__Capab le
(comp e tent,

suffic ient)
Intellectual

(intelligent,

effective)

reflective)
Logical

Cheerful

(1ighthearted,
joyful)

(consistent, rational)

Clean

(affectionate, tender)

Loving

(neat, tidy)

Obedient

Courageous

(dutiful, respectful)

(standing up for

Polite

your beliefs)
Forgiving

(courteous, well-

(willing to pardon

Respons ible

mannered)

others)

(dependable, reliable)

^^Helpful
(working for the

elf-controlled

(restrained,
self-disciplined)

welfare of others)
Honest

(sincere, truthful)
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